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1. El Cerrito Democratic Club General Information 

Since 1952, the El Cerrito Democratic Club (ECDC)–one of the oldest Democratic clubs in the 
state– 
has provided a forum for area residents to discuss and take action on issues and campaigns of 
local, national, and international importance. Our General Membership Meetings are open to all 
and usually held on the fourth Tuesday of each month except October and December, when we 
typically have our annual dinner and holiday party.  

Our monthly General Membership Meetings are generally in a hybrid format accessible both in 
person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments (10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) 
and remotely via Zoom.  

For monthly meeting and calendar reminders, you are invited to download and import the 
following iCalendar (.ics) invites to your computer:  https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
tZUpcOCvqDkpEtH10GiVZ7NcegZqDI_tJeMI/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuGpqjwjHdKXsxGCRpwcBo_CXe3wpnpej7d1zU_CChZpNS31M-V4I5ZWL8z6 

For those of us who’ve been able to come to Hana Gardens, it’s been wonderful to be in 
community and gather in person. Whether you join us in person or by Zoom, we encourage you to 
come a few minutes early to mix-and-mingle with fellow ECDC members. 

The El Cerrito Democratic Club and its activities are supported by volunteers and the annual dues 
of members. Please see the “Membership Renewal Reminder and Instructions” section towards 
the end of this newsletter for directions on how to join the ECDC or renew your membership. 
El Cerrito Democratic Club executive board officer elections occur annually each January.  

Special thanks to our 2025 volunteer officers: 

El Cerrito Democratic Club Officers (2025) 
● President –  Neil Tsutsui 
● Past President – Champagne Brown 
● Executive Vice President – William Ktsanes 
● VP Media – Madeline Kronenberg  
● VP Membership – Greg Lyman  

● VP Programs – Ruthie Abelson Olivas 
● VP Publications – Courtney Helion 
● VP Records – Leslie Reckler 
● VP Treasurer – Ed Crowley 

 
The specific duties of officer positions are described in section “VII. Officers” of the Bylaws 
posted on the ECDC website at https://ecdclub.org/club-documents/.  

If you’re interested in participating more actively in the ECDC, please consider volunteering 
with the Club and/or joining the Executive Board.  

Help is always greatly appreciated! 

       Courtney Helion, VP Publication 
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2. Save the Date! El Cerrito Democratic Club Annual Dinner, October 
25th 2025  

Our plans are coming together for a fun ECDC Annual Dinner! Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
October 25, 2025, 6-9pm, at the Arlington Community Church. We are excited to have as our 
speaker Betty Yee, former California State Controller and Candidate for Governor. We will provide a 
catered dinner and ask that you bring drinks to share (wine and beer are ok). We are planning to 
have a silent auction and opportunities for sponsorship. We should be able to start selling tickets in 
person at the next ECDC Membership meeting (August 26). Many more details to come! 
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3. Information and Zoom Link for the Tuesday, August 26th, 2025 
El Cerrito Democratic Club General Membership Meeting 

Our General Membership Meetings are generally held in a hybrid format, accessible both in 
person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments (10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City 
Hall) and via Zoom.  

To join the monthly ECDC General Membership Meetings via Zoom, please use this link:  
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting 

Zoom Meeting ID: 814 7976 2385; Zoom Passcode: c5fQKR 

Dial In by Phone: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 408 638 0968;   
Meeting ID: 814 7976 2385; Phone Passcode: 920761 
Please note that the Passcode is different if you dial in by phone rather than join through Zoom. 

July Meeting Agenda 

6:20 pm – 	Assemble and Mingle, Zoom Logins 
6:30 pm – 	Call to Order 
6:31 pm – 	Review and Approve the August 2025 Meeting Agenda (Action Item) 
6:33 pm – 	Review and Approve the July 2025 Membership Meeting Minutes (Action Item) 
6:35 pm – 	Officer Reports:  
	 President (Neil Tsutsui) 

ECDC Annual Dinner, October 25 at Arlington Community Church. Speaker Betty 
Yee. We will provide food, please bring drinks to share. There will be a silent 
auction and opportunities for sponsorship. 

Executive VP (William Ktsanes) 
Membership (Greg Lyman) 
	 Media (Madeline Kronenberg) 
	 Publications (Courtney Helion) 
	 Treasurer (Ed Crowley)  
	 Records (Leslie Reckler) 
	 Programs (Ruthie Abelson Olivas) 
6:50 pm – Democratic Party of Contra Costa County (DPCCC) Report (Champagne Brown) 
6:55 pm – Program: Greg Lyman, Committee 4 a Plaza Station Library 
7:45 pm – 	Announcements (please limit to 2 minutes) 
7:55 pm –	 Good of the Order 
8:00 pm – 	Adjourn, in memory of H. E. “Chris” 
Peeples 
 
Neil Tsutsui, ECDC President 
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4. Minutes from the July 22th El Cerrito Democratic Club General 
Membership Meeting 

El Cerrito Democratic Club 
General Membership Meeting Minutes 

6:30 PM, Tuesday, June 24, 2025 
(in person at Hana Gardens, 10860 San Pablo Ave, El Cerrito; and via Zoom) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 Call to Order 
President Tsutsui called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

Review and Approve the July 2025 Meeting Agenda 
On the motion of Ktsanes and second of Akacic the agenda was unanimously approved with no nays 
nor abstentions. 

Review and Approve the June 2025 Membership Meeting Minutes 
On the motion of Crowley and second of Tsutsui the minutes were unanimously approved with no 
nays nor abstentions. 

Officer Reports: 
● President (Neil Tsutsui) 

Last day for membership for pre-endorsement.  Membership influences the number of votes 
the club gets for endorsement. Tonight at midnight is the deadline. 1 vote for every 20 
members in our assembly district.  

● Now is the time to renew, since pre-endorsement is coming up this month. 
● SAVE THE DATE! The Annual Dinner is October 25, 2025. The speaker is Betty Yee. 

● Executive VP (William Ktsanes) No Report 
● Membership (Greg Lyman) Not present. Neil reports 115-120 members. 
● Media (Madeline Kronenberg) Old Facebook posts will be cleared.  
● Publications (Courtney Helion) No report 
● Treasurer (Ed Crowley)  Balance: $1,799.90 plus $30 check, plus some membership 

renewals.  
● Records (Leslie Reckler) 

Save the Date. The Annual Dinner will be held at the Arlington Community Church on 
Arlington in Kensington. The honored guest is Betty Yee, former Controller for California 
state and candidate for California state Governor, 2026.  

● Programs (Ruthie Abelson Olivas) No Report 
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Democratic Party of Contra Costa County (DPCCC) Report (Champagne Brown) 
● At June’s special meeting, the only topic was the recharting of all clubs. ECDC was 

rechartered for  another two years.   

● Signs for Diana Becton have been purchased and are available.  
● Michael Nye District 1 Report 

○ The Central Committee donated $5,000 to Diana Becton campaign to keep her name 
off the recall ballot.  

Consider Bylaws change to update membership effective date to July 1. 
This change is to include people who join the club at World One, which is held on July 4th.  
On the motion Crowley and Second of Pace, the motion passed unanimously with no nays nor 
abstentions.  

*Bylaws change =  ⅔ vote of at least 10 members present. 20 members present.  

Announcements 
● Buddy Akacic wants the ECDC to vote to take a position on the Richmond Street 

redevelopment project. Neil explains that the ECDC bylaws say that ECDC can take positions 
on ballot measures, candidates, and donations. It is not clear where the Richmond Street 
redevelopment project sits within the bylaws.  Buddy wants the club to consider a change to 
the bylaws so that they can take positions on a wider range of issues.  

● Joanna Pace - AC Transit is realigning their services and the Number 7 bus will experience 
realignment with fewer buses running. On Saturday, August 9th, there will be a bus ride 
party. Ride the bus to Emeryville and then ride the bus home. AC Transit is reducing the 7 to 
start another service (29).  

● Senior Center Action Committee meeting Thursday 2 pm Vet’s building on Stockton Ave. 
Open to all.  

● El Cerrito Historical Society 50th anniversary starting next month. Sign up for the monthly 
newsletter.  

Adjourn 7:47 p.m.  

Program: Rosa Menjivar, The Latina Center, “Protecting Immigrants: Know your Rights” Seminar.  

Everyone has rights regardless of religion or immigration status.  
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5. Program: Greg Lyman, Committee 4 a Plaza Station Library  
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Greg Lyman is a former City Council Member and 

strong advocate for El Cerrito. Greg is a co-leader 
in an effort to fund a new library in town and 
believes a library that is part of the transit oriented 
development at the BART Plaza Station will be the 
quickest and therefore the cheapest alternative for a 
single story 20,000 square foot library in El Cerrito.  

Greg will provide a brief presentation about the 
need for a new library, the ideal library, funding 
needs for the library, the petition process for a 
library and the cost of a library at the BART Plaza 
Station. Greg will ask those present to sign a 
petition in support of putting the funding measure on 
a future ballot.  For more information, please go to 
the campaign website at: https://c4psl.org/ 

 

 photo credits: East Bay Times, https://
c4psl.org/  

6. What Does Redistricting Mean? 
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photo credit: CNN 
Winning back the House of Representatives starts now! 

  
As you have probably seen, there was lots of action this week on California redistricting. Two 
momentous events in particular - the state Assembly and Senate passed the “Election Rigging 
Response Act” (Prop 50) and the California Supreme Court rejected a Republican challenge to 
redistricting. 
  
Overall, the goal of this effort is to offset the mid-decade redistricting that Trump demanded in 
Texas to gain 5 Republican seats in the House. It is anticipated that the California redistricting would 
add an additional 5 Democratic seats, plus secure some wobbly blue seats.  
  
The California special election will be on Nov 4, and ballots will drop Oct 6. It will be a short, intense 
sprint from now until then. 
  
The California Democratic Party (CADEM) will be providing literature and access to PDI for local 
groups - I have requested 4000 walk pieces for El Cerrito. 
  
Things are moving quickly, and I will try to keep you updated as I find out more, but here are some 
resources if you’re interested in learning more. 
  
Here is a link to the proposed maps: 
https://aelc.assembly.ca.gov/proposed-congressional-map 
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Here is a link to the Secretary of State page about this special election: 
http://sos.ca.gov/elections/upcoming-elections/statewide-special-nov-4-2025 
  
Here is a link to find out if your vote could be affected by redistricting plans: https://calmatters.org/
politics/2025/08/find-out-if-your-vote-could-be-affected-by-newsoms-redistricting-plans/ 
  

-       Neil Tsutsui 

7. Future Events - Mark Your Calendar!  

El Cerrito Democratic Club General Membership Meetings and Events 

ECDC August General Membership Meeting – 6:30 pm, Tuesday, August 26, 2025; 
(4th Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments  
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link http://
tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting 
Preliminary Monthly Program: Greg Lyman, Committee 4 a Plaza Station Library 

ECDC September General Membership Meeting – 6:30 pm, Tuesday, September 23, 2025;  
(4th Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments  
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link http://
tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting 
Preliminary Monthly Program: TBD 

ECDC Annual October Dinner – 73rd Annual Dinner; Saturday, October 25, 2025. Location and 
time TBD; no General Membership Meeting in October; special guest former California 
State Controller and Gubernatorial Candidate Betty Yee, topic TBD 

ECDC November 2025 General Membership Meeting – 6:30 pm, Tuesday, November 25, 2025;  
(4th Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments  
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link http://
tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting 
Preliminary Monthly Program: TBD 

ECDC Annual Holiday Party – time, date and location TBD; no General Membership Meeting in 
December 

* There are no El Cerrito Democratic Club General Membership Meetings in October or 
December; ECDC’s Annual Dinner is in October and its Holiday Party is in December. 

ECDC Executive Board Calendar – The El Cerrito Democratic Club’s Executive Board (E-Board) 
meets monthly via Zoom for about an hour to handle routine club business, plan programs 
for the monthly General Membership Meetings and discuss newsletter content. As with the 
General Membership Meetings, the E-Board meetings are open to the public. The Zoom Link 
is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89264608412?pwd=c2sySEl5ZEpJL1lHVUM5bERCZGpEQT09.  
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Below is the ECDC E-Board Calendar November 2025: 

Other Community Events 

El Cerrito City Council Meetings – 6:00-9:00 pm, first and third Tuesday of most months;  
hybrid format; in the City Council Chambers at City Hall (10890 San Pablo Avenue) and via 
Zoom; agendas and recordings available; https://www.el-cerrito.org/113/City-Council 

El Cerrito Farmers Market – 9:00 am-1:00 pm, every Tuesday and Saturday;  
El Cerrito Plaza, 9000 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530;  
southwest corner parking lot between Trader Joe's and Wells Fargo Bank; 
www.contracosta.ca.gov/7549/Contra-Costa-Certified-Farmers-Markets 

DPCCC and West County Dem Events 

https://contracostadems.com/events/ 

2025 El Cerrito Democratic Club Executive-Board Calendar (E-Board)

Monthly ECDC 
Executive Board 
Meeting (E-
Board)

Deadline for 
Submitting the 
General 
Membership 
Meeting 
Agenda and 
Articles for the 
ECDC 
Newsletter

Monthly 
Newsletter 
Completed

Monthly ECDC 
Newsletter 
Postal Mailed  
(to those who 
have paid extra 
for USPS 
delivery)

Monthly ECDC 
Newsletter 
Emailed  
(by 6:00 pm) 

General 
Membership 
Meeting Date

Thursday 
8/7/2025

Thursday 
8/14/2024

Tuesday  
8/20/2025

Wednesday  
8/21/2025

Saturday  
8/23/2025

Tuesday 
8/26/2025

Thursday 
9/4/2025

Thursday 
9/15/2025

Tuesday 
9/17/2025

Wednesday 
9/18/2025

Saturday 
9/20/2025

Tuesday 
9/23/2025

Thursday 
11/6/2025

Thursday 
11/15/2025

Tuesday 
11/18/2025

Wednesday 
11/20/2025

Saturday 
11/22/2025

Tuesday 
11/25/2025
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West County Dems Monthly meeting - 6:00 - 7:30 pm, second Tuesday of the month; This is a 
local Democratic club chartered by DPCCC. Meetings are via Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83146226722?pwd=cHRneSsxYkVnWWdTcTNQRnBBTmhzdz09 
For more info, contact the club. https://www.westcountydemocraticclub.com 

DPCCC General Membership Meeting - 7:00 - 10:00 pm, August 21, 2025; If you are not a 
DPCCC member and wish to attend, please RSVP to the DPCCC Secretary at 
secretary@contracostadems.com. 

If you are a DPCCC member, you should have received an email with details for the meeting 
about seven days in advance. If you did not, please email the DPCCC Secretary at 
secretary@contracostadems.com. 

If you know of other community events that may be of interest to our members, please submit 
them to Courtney Helion at ecdc.pubs@gmail.com for publication in future newsletters! 

- 	 Courtney Helion, VP Publications  

8. Membership Renewal Reminder and Instructions 

REMINDER! – ECDC annual memberships expire annually on September 30th. If you have not yet 
done so, please renew for 2025. Now is the time! 

You can do so online at: 	 https://ecdclub.org/join/ 

Or by mailing a check to:	 ECDC Membership 
PO Box 192 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 

Dues are $5 for students, $20 for individual members, and $30 for two adults at the same 
address. The newsletter comes with membership and is delivered electronically by email. The 
added cost for a printed, hard-copy, postal mailed newsletter is $18 (in addition to dues). Please 
make checks payable to “El Cerrito Democratic Club” and provide an email address for all 
individual members. 

If you have membership questions, please email Greg Lyman at membership.ecdc@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

- 	 Greg Lyman, VP Membership 

9. Call for Newsletter Submissions 
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The El Cerrito Democratic Club Newsletter is published eleven months a year (each month with  
the exception of a combined December-January issue) in advance of the General Membership 
meetings. ECDC members, friends and supporters are invited to submit articles and 
announcements regarding local issues and events of interest. Submissions should be emailed to 
ecdc.pubs@gmail.com for review and editing.  

- 	 Courtney Helion, VP Publications 

10.Link to the ECDC Website and Bylaws 

Periodically the Club updates our Bylaws. The bylaws were changed in October 2018 to meet 
DPCCC requirements; revisions were proposed and adopted during the January 2021, August 2022 
and March 2023 ECDC meetings. The ECDC Bylaws are posted on the ECDC website at https://
ecdclub.org/club-documents/. 

Early 20th Century developer’s map of Richmond and El Cerrito 

 

photo credit: https://www.elcerritohistoricalsociety.org/maps/regional 
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