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1. El Cerrito Democratic Club General Information

The El Cerrito Democratic Club (“ECDC”) provides a forum for area residents to discuss and take
action on issues and campaigns of local, national, and international importance. Our General
Membership Meetings are open to all and held on the fourth Tuesday of each month except
October and December, when we typically have our annual dinner and holiday party.

Our monthly General Membership Meetings are generally in a hybrid format accessible both in
person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments (10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall)
and remotely via Zoom (http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting).

For those of us who’ve been able to come to Hana Gardens, it’s been wonderful to be in
community and gather in person. Whether you join us in person or by Zoom, | encourage you
to come a few minutes early to mix-and-mingle with fellow ECDC members.

The El Cerrito Democratic Club and its activities are supported by volunteers and the annual
dues of its members. Please see the “Membership Renewal Reminder and Instructions” section
towards the end of this newsletter for directions on how to join the ECDC or renew your
membership.

El Cerrito Democratic Club executive board officer elections occur annually each January.
Special thanks to our 2024 volunteer officers:

El Cerrito Democratic Club Officers (2024)

President — Champagne Brown VP Membership — Neil Tsutsui

e Past President — Greg Lyman VP Programs — Ruthie Abelson Olivas
Executive Vice President — VP Publications — William Ktsanes

Carolyn Wysinger VP Records — Leslie Reckler

e VP Media — Madeline Kronenberg VP Treasurer — Ed Crowley

The specific duties of officer positions are described in section “VII. Officers” of the Bylaws
posted on the ECDC website at https://ecdclub.org/club-documents/.

If you're interested in participating more actively in the ECDC, please consider volunteering
with the Club and joining the Executive Board.

Help is always greatly appreciated!

- William Ktsanes, VP Publications


https://ecdclub.org/club-documents/

2. Information and Zoom Link for the Tuesday, April 23rd General
Membership Meeting

Our General Membership Meetings are generally in a hybrid format, accessible both in person
at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments (10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and
via Zoom (http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting).

For monthly calendar invites and reminders for ECDC’s General Membership Meetings, you are
invited to download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting /tZUpcOCvgDkpEtH10GiVZ7NcegZgDI tleMl/ics?icsToken=9
8tyKuGpgjwjHdKXsxGCRpwcBo_CXe3wpnpej7d1zU_CChZpNS31M-V4I5ZW18z6

To join the monthly ECDC General Membership Meetings via Zoom, please use this link:

http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting

Zoom Meeting ID: 814 7976 2385; Zoom Passcode: c5fQKR

Dial In by Phone: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 408 638 0968
Meeting ID: 814 7976 2385; Phone Passcode: 920761

Please note that the Passcode is different if you dial in by phone rather than join the meeting
through the Zoom link.

April Meeting Agen Tentativ

6:20 pm — Assemble and Mingle

6:30 pm — Call to Order

6:31 pm — Approve April 2024 Agenda (Action Item)

6:33 pm — Approve Minutes from the March 2024 Membership Meeting (Action Item)

6:35 pm — Officer Reports: Membership (Neil Tsutsui), Finance (Ed Crowley)
Website (Madeline Kronenberg), Publications (William Ktsanes)
Records (Lesie Reckler)

6:40 pm — Democratic Party of Contra Costa County (DPCCC) Report

6:45 pm — April Program: John Gioia, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors
(30-minute Presentation/15-minute Q&A)

7:30 pm — Announcements (please limit to 2 minutes)

7:40 pm — Good of the Order

8:75 pm — Adjourn

* Please send calendar events to the Executive Board in advance for possible discussion at the
General Membership Meeting and publication in the monthly newsletter.

- Champagne Brown, ECDC President


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUpcOCvqDkpEtH10GiVZ7NcegZqDI_tJeMI/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGpqjwjHdKXsxGCRpwcBo_CXe3wpnpej7d1zU_CChZpNS31M-V4I5ZWL8z6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUpcOCvqDkpEtH10GiVZ7NcegZqDI_tJeMI/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGpqjwjHdKXsxGCRpwcBo_CXe3wpnpej7d1zU_CChZpNS31M-V4I5ZWL8z6
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting

3. Minutes from the March 26th General Membership Meeting

El Cerrito Democratic Club
General Membership Meeting Minutes
March 26, 2024
(in person at Hana Gardens, 10860 San Pablo Ave, El Cerrito; and via Zoom)

Call to Order
President Brown called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.
Approve of February 2024 Agenda

On the motion of Lyman and the second of Merrill, the agenda was approved as presented
with no nays nor abstentions.

Approve of Minutes: February 2024 General Membership Meeting

On the motion of Tsutsui and the second of Akacic, the February 2024 Membership Meeting
minutes were approved with no nays nor abstentions.

Officer Reports:

Membership (Neil Tsutsui) membership = 94 members.
Finance (Ed Crowley) = Finance report tabled; Crowley absent.
Website (Madeline Kronenberg) - Website up to date.

Publications (William Ktsanes) - The last newsletter was 21 pages due to the valued
contributions of three members. Others are encouraged to hand in articles.
® Records (Lesie Reckler) No report.

Charitable Donations

On the motion of Merrill second by William the donations were divided equally with every
organization receiving $750. The motion was approved unanimously with no nays nor
abstentions.

350 Contra Costa

Ryse

East Bay Center for the Performing Arts

West Contra Costa Ed Fund Richmond Rapid Relief Fund (R3F)



President’s Report

Central Committee Report — No Report
District 1 Report (Nye) — No Report

SD 7 Candidate Endorsement Voting Process
Online Voting Instructions (OpaVote)

Members must be in Good Standing as of Saturday Feb 10, 2024 to vote.

Ballots will be delivered via OpaVote and will arrive by email.

As long as the club has a valid email, a ballot will arrive.

If a ballot does not arrive in the regular “Inbox,” members are encouraged to check spam
boxes and in Gmail, check the “Promotions” tab.

Ballots will be released March 26, 2024 after 7:00 p.m.

Ballots are due March 27, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Contact Greg Lyman to troubleshoot.

Candidates must receive 60% of the votes received to earn the endorsement.

SD 7 Candidate Endorsement Forum

Jovanka Beckles
Jesse Arreguin was represented by his field director.
Both Candidates gave statements

Websites:
https://jovanka4casenate.com/

https://www.jesse.vote/

Announcements

® Brown: Gabe Quinto and Carolyn Wysinger are DPCCC Elected members come January 2025.
Quinto: West Contra Costa is organizing a fundraiser for Fiona Ma for Lt. Governor.
Would be nice to get support from our local clubs.

o Wysinger: Will represent at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago.

President Brown adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.

— Leslie Reckler, VP Records


https://jovanka4casenate.com/
https://www.jesse.vote/

4. April Program: John Gioia, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors

Please join us in welcoming Supervisor John Gioia (pronounced “joy-a”) as our guest and
program speaker for the April 23rd El Cerrito Democratic Club General Membership Meeting.
John represents District 1 on the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, a district which
includes the West Contra Costa County cities of El Cerrito, Richmond, San Pablo, part of
Pinole, and the unincorporated communities of Bayview, East Richmond Heights, El Sobrante,
Kensington, Montalvin Manor, Tara Hills, North Richmond, and Rollingwood.
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Supervisor John Gioia

John Gioia is Chair of the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors. First elected in 1998,
John has been overwhelmingly re-elected six times and represents 220,000 residents in the
western most urban and diverse area of the county. He previously served for 10 years on the
East Bay Municipal Utility District Board, serving as President in 1995 and 1996.

John is a recognized leader in Bay Area regional government and air quality and climate
change issues. He served as Governor Brown’s appointee on the California Air Resources
Board from 2013 to 2020 and has been on the Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Board since 2006, serving as Chair in 2012.

John has served as President of the California State Association of Counties. He is an
environmental justice leader and serves on the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission (BCDC) and as Vice-Chair of the San Francisco Bay Restoration
Authority where he helped lead an effort to pass an historic measure to raise $500 million for
San Francisco Bay.

John grew up in Richmond, graduated from El Cerrito High School and the University of
California, Berkeley with a B.A. in Political Science and earned his law degree at U.C. Berkeley.
He completed the Program for Senior Executives in State and Local Government at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School of Government. John practiced law until his election to the Board
of Supervisors.

John’s public service was inspired by his father, who was a popular civics and history teacher
for 20 years at Kennedy High School in Richmond. He is the proud parent of Emilia and
Christopher who attended local public schools.

John has successfully built coalitions to address issues such as affordable housing,
homelessness, violence prevention, environmental justice, equity, immigrant rights, access to
healthcare, air and water quality, San Francisco Bay restoration, and expanding opportunities
for our youth.

John helped found the RYSE Center, an innovative and popular youth center in Richmond,
which is grounded on principles of social justice and youth development. He is currently
working with non-profit Urban Tilth to develop a community farm in North Richmond.

- John Gioia’s biography above is from the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors

website at https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/604/John-Gioia-Biography


https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/604/John-Gioia-Biography

5. Call to Action — Participate in Your Local Government!

Supervisor John Gioia invites and joins the El Cerrito Democratic Club in encouraging

Contra Costa County residents to be engaged in local governance by volunteering to serve
on one of the Country’s advisory boards or commissions. A few of the many opportunities
are listed below; many others are on the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors’ website

at https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/6408/Boards-and-Commissions-Database.

Seeking Residents for County Advisory Boards

Government works best when there is strong and
diverse community participation.

Public advisory boards, commissions and councils
serve as excellent institutions for empowering
resident involvement, training grounds for

ascending leaders, and great opportunities for ’
people wanting to serve. \

I'm looking for you to join me in serving our

County!

County Board openings: Information & applications

for all boards here.

Assessment Appeals Board — District 1 seat & District Alternate Seat. The Assessment

Appeals Board is established to assess and equalize the valuation of the taxable property in
the County for the purpose of taxation; and to perform all duties required by the State Board
of Equalization and State law.

e Contact: Jami Morritt or (925) 655-2000

Countywide Bicycle Advisory Committee — District 1 Seat. Established to provide input to the
County and the cities of the County on bicycle projects for Transportation Development Act
(TDA) funds to construct bicycle/pedestrian projects and also provides advice to cities and the
County on bicycle planning matters.

e Contact: Jerry Fahy or (925) 313-2276


https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/6408/Boards-and-Commissions-Database
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRdFWCP4JQFDaMzvSQUidb0lxi13ohD4eQpn0LHM99DZvAJSgK2GXQOzOZhT_UKf9WnGvzheDa0UnZBCOyzGYWAaC4MgkoeUxseFvIKu9WLaFyaH2pmVAX5XkpPHBlYwzA0AOF5E01i3dOmA046xqoiUrm_9tR1QdyZ_xoJl3Mj5rTZyHroLNulCbgJO68Zngm9FxIhAZqs3cE7S6ZDYQyPlvEGygpUE8Vcx1_iH3qlfwPFN3zVZqqAiVFUM-WWTloAcGXjE7BuXBEu6xltM5WAgma23JZDLZZI1ITpzpjZRTrfs5egNicBBXN-piNcPyuLpTxdfEZJcGmXw5aHxZFvI2c3vAizY4QFAbmqCytBgdN3SL4w2elju6IVsuW_3KZWzPwYn-iFVoJs2oKfn1Bwfkb2brD3va37pEc3Dm8kLNz6wyi7WUoPV6zafqU5kQV78Dw1PwmAbcWzeP7lj6Hvu5x2B7nUBeu8-LGHBlrC_Nx1twS56dN1LAsprDCsMYBJ7EkbpjMNNcl0elQTrZ81dlKHvIcRn9o5rRsGlHCdtBAGieWSdCqZPOY5Ni5xsDs5uCpiHKTFOgBKo0V1WSiExlhOhg8lHsIFW2AJCc64UAYQ9TeD8qneGVzCtenDs5YnIdQO9-gqT9S8BwsIBF27UOnDSLuK0L-EbOA2ooJwD_uviWyV087v13cpva_bRknL1yWDYvjDY0XdY9U3mAkX4im3CxTvrWSkQ8DTOUKpn12ILbPoPIIr1F8AdjBDyIozkW3sWlnHVlVk-bqednoqQnBR6MfQWsGlq2gvRMG67kBqVi5_SfvP8FDZko4sbUtBL8OhbnflHRLRmsBoo2DvmwCsX2m1SKEO81cgxxayGMvCtNA8jDUeTl7pVEXKPuBm6ck3n8fGiH64-HVTyD1VYgSSpq2Gio4cVAynp9ypz1RDX7FPxYwsT-ut7LY8UUVLvj932ToOEN1umkNb4j2XhL1iaeJzLpEOucnR51nkKsXH70Gla5ibUCvO8kpOyEChr447ggs9ubTT7O0QkISE0=&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRdFWCP4JQFDayP_Y8xGrsQXs2dQakhwvVNyFl575ZtntV94nRSllSalfWW9Kb78hqwfQtoNsVzIk4kA9pPb6g_ml7A8Lzfbi8fZLtcfdWJJeBGRffCd2KzXmvnyuVCFf98jk3bWgE5D9X3ygXpFMgyvl6YmXT8OFo9shJPcVQaaxNT_16BKcI5LI6MbsWCx-zWAazAfm4NQyEibBRa6BnLl3bM1noG7pmp9JInx0gjQKsnBuCrxrGiexXF-7fScTs2QY4rlQQDsx4yToaxe7hGS3Cj9UbJd7F46Ec7dlhvdHSOoWv-_DVzwalk3M0gKwL4qnveXcCci7EK8vuolLQ4w9xy-N4VuYv11a71QiAOAe9tc_Tz4qMfTBEsM3P6UiwpCtL-yKSMN8kngKUYU5gXA_o8JjlC473DXqCSh57AxXJABbSP-gnMMImUM69yCO5bvi3rzuQNVfgQgzy7_Ob_ndsbZRQPUPaYzrVhetBoEXaD2tTbav83aC6PtBwNV0vmG5F3tnSZxU58ISLnNs5BWx1y0pcsSTqom5wWy5psxsKsQLZqRUIISR3LQKRKUbh9xWuC5Bquc0vsW5LQDkvuh3Zlc6Ekm1qvsuK-iw_ifTHXVs80zCpPZEx74mgFDy3Iz7xICur_wJAuTPTdoGKJo3UCdNqhf1HGsSyxFDOOPhNYM732vyOvRVP8qtIT10_xhjOGKQpSxXeEbtQhw2vu6BY1PG_pa3syQ2RGZBZryQ0BqDz-TQa4X0NOv61DyeTvCRb7wGTxDBao0V08xrBt5CVck-pahUjfJNU3ierFUYlrutY8YE6wM2WAfFb3gjEWj9y4gNutvS7oPzkgTHG0AZYT3Hdk0gcTf-WmW63NhmfMse7CkMhCVWc5kMlc1IOYicZFExTTGO6JqYp_WM8CfElDFkQacDe_hqOwE1R3c_xuibuNmgIznyYYlzjNlQJvahVx6VocHLJa5AG5vkV_cJnzjGcR3dkg==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==

Economic Opportunity Council — District 1 Public Sector. The Economic Opportunity Council
makes recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on all program proposals and budgets
related to Community Services Block Grant and the Weatherization program, and performs
other functions as specified in the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964.

e Contact: Mele Tupou or (925) 681-6311

Equal Employment Opportunity Council — The Advisory Council assists with the
implementation of the County's Equal Employment Opportunities and Contracting Programs
and serves as an advisory committee to the Board of Supervisors.

e Contact: Antoine Wilson or (925) 335-1455

Family & Children's Trust Committee — District 1 seat. The Family and Children’s Trust
Committee (FACT) was established in 1985 by the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors
to make funding recommendations on the allocation of specific funds for the prevention and
treatment of child abuse and neglect and supportive services for families and children.
Funding for FACT supported projects derived from federal and state program legislation, and
donations to the County’s Family and Children’s Trust Fund.

e Contact: Laura Malone or (925) 608-4943

First 5 - Contra Costa Children and Families Commission — District 1 alternate. The
commission works to support early childhood development through a strategic plan
developed pursuant to the California Children and Families First Act of 1998.

e Contact: Ruth Fernandez or (925) 771-7316

Juvenile Justice Coordinating Council — The Council will advise the Board of Supervisors on
the development and implementation of a multi-agency juvenile justice plan composed of
several critical parts, including, but not limited to an assessment of existing law enforcement,
probation, education, mental health, health, social services, drug and alcohol and youth
services resources which specifically target at-risk juveniles, juvenile offenders, and their
families

e Contact: Deborah Caldwell or (925) 313-4188

Mental Health Commission — District 1 seat. Review and assess the community's mental
health needs, services, facilities, and special problems, in order to advise the Board of
Supervisors concerning local mental health services and programs.

e Contact: Angela Beck or (925) 313-9553


https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRdFWCP4JQFDaySHOu95xG2f8SnoWPt4nYq--P3QFxgdRGjJXpeBjxMgvN0khHb4FaicXYII9v-sx1OUmGoRuYdISIVH9sJpdBtyhiRoJHp8N_0TVq96Y1UcO3W9bt1SGMp7qwuSIi6m_yTo6Y7jDOFQ=&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRdFWCP4JQFDaySHOu95xG2f8SnoWPt4nYq--P3QFxgdRGjJXpeBjxMgvN0khHb4FaicXYII9v-sx1OUmGoRuYdISIVH9sJpdBtyhiRoJHp8N_0TVq96Y1UcO3W9bt1SGMp7qwuSIi6m_yTo6Y7jDOFQ=&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRaKs7ue7MfhJXv5ddcqmstuof6q6CmjkB8kNO81YnGB0caSyPVisdxb_4p0SuVw0clN0mjvkZyY_XQJyr8VQ6Ev5iU6xnIRipzmEBK4BoYtzEIO1Xpc0Dw7g5O2DNOPpsb1iKjtPRr_46Jz_pcfSfDaheJJN51TFqA==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRaKs7ue7MfhJXv5ddcqmstuof6q6CmjkB8kNO81YnGB0caSyPVisdxb_4p0SuVw0clN0mjvkZyY_XQJyr8VQ6Ev5iU6xnIRipzmEBK4BoYtzEIO1Xpc0Dw7g5O2DNOPpsb1iKjtPRr_46Jz_pcfSfDaheJJN51TFqA==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRaKs7ue7MfhJXv5ddcqmstuof6q6CmjkB8kNO81YnGB0caSyPVisdxb_4p0SuVw0clN0mjvkZyY_XQJyr8VQ6Ev5iU6xnIRipzmEBK4BoYtzEIO1Xpc0Dw7g5O2DNOPpsb1iKjtPRr_46Jz_pcfSfDaheJJN51TFqA==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==

Treasurer's Oversight Commission — Responsible for reviewing the County's investment
policy, monitoring the performance of County investments, and reporting to the Board of
Supervisors.

e Contact: Russell Watts and Ronda Boler or (925) 608-9588

Western Contra Costa Transit Authority (JPA) Board of Directors — San Pablo Member. The
Western Contra Costa Transit Authority (WestCAT) owns, operates and maintains a public
transit system in an effort to meet public transportation needs in Western Contra Costa
County.

e Contact: Mica McFadden or (510) 724-3331

You can submit your application online here, or you can fill out an application here

and email the application to clerkoftheboard@cob.cccounty.us
— Spanish / Espanol -
iParticipa en tu gobierno local!

Buscando Residentes para Juntas Asesoras del Condado

El gobierno funciona mejor cuando hay una
participacién comunitaria fuerte y diversa.

Las juntas asesoras publicas, comisiones y
consejos sirven como excelentes instituciones £
para potenciar la participacion de los residentes,
como campos de entrenamiento para lideres
ascendentes y como grandes oportunidades para
las personas que desean servir.

jEstoy buscando que te unas a mi para servir a
nuestro condado!

Vacantes en la Junta del Condado: informacion

y solicitudes para todas las juntas aqui.
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https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRaKs7ue7MfhJXv5ddcqmstuof6q6CmjkB8kNO81YnGB0caSyPVisdxb_4p0SuVw0clN0mjvkZyY_XQJyr8VQ6Ev5iU6xnIRipzmEBK4BoYtzEIO1Xpc0Dw7g5O2DNOPpsb1iKjtPRr_46Jz_pcfSfDaheJJN51TFqA==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRfXlw-ETbUGzpVx-yzOUcDcUSsW97_QV089m1vhX68Ykmy95dNMDhKr_JDVLKpo1Yq6UFDWmOsvVHWnAwVANJmyud5n8SspdoamSrmdZ-Cy2s744meRCgJnhnTgBu3SLURafz-Lw68x1EBqSt478rrKUzQrfqnZonWqTZcRk_-rkUEwfvJgorpgYE_RI27cW2RkzJRxEFD8C9uAQ-XOHVmfuSIEnOabEiA==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRdFWCP4JQFDaC5uKdpP-do3Qn2_pjD1HqI7UCoTcc7fyG3T3hCI0dwe-fGNCAGOeItuLGpWHWXTZ5zDbGt8hf-O6ptrE48DEQcEQWl1tFyKyHrF8fMfFDfTM6_3ByDpaWGzV1cawJ99SNX2tCK0sjWxqZSJ5EAJ1M3Qx8bcACvfegJX9N6MOpWdOZJoXbyNGlQ==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==
mailto:clerkoftheboard@cob.cccounty.us
https://87tgjxkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UlxU5TM3B5Qp3kNBPWBYinqWL2MUlBso_rlC66lBq-ixOQiDvtNZRdFWCP4JQFDayP_Y8xGrsQXs2dQakhwvVNyFl575ZtntV94nRSllSalfWW9Kb78hqwfQtoNsVzIk4kA9pPb6g_ml7A8Lzfbi8fZLtcfdWJJeBGRffCd2KzXmvnyuVCFf98jk3bWgE5D9X3ygXpFMgyvl6YmXT8OFo9shJPcVQaaxNT_16BKcI5LI6MbsWCx-zWAazAfm4NQyEibBRa6BnLl3bM1noG7pmp9JInx0gjQKsnBuCrxrGiexXF-7fScTs2QY4rlQQDsx4yToaxe7hGS3Cj9UbJd7F46Ec7dlhvdHSOoWv-_DVzwalk3M0gKwL4qnveXcCci7EK8vuolLQ4w9xy-N4VuYv11a71QiAOAe9tc_Tz4qMfTBEsM3P6UiwpCtL-yKSMN8kngKUYU5gXA_o8JjlC473DXqCSh57AxXJABbSP-gnMMImUM69yCO5bvi3rzuQNVfgQgzy7_Ob_ndsbZRQPUPaYzrVhetBoEXaD2tTbav83aC6PtBwNV0vmG5F3tnSZxU58ISLnNs5BWx1y0pcsSTqom5wWy5psxsKsQLZqRUIISR3LQKRKUbh9xWuC5Bquc0vsW5LQDkvuh3Zlc6Ekm1qvsuK-iw_ifTHXVs80zCpPZEx74mgFDy3Iz7xICur_wJAuTPTdoGKJo3UCdNqhf1HGsSyxFDOOPhNYM732vyOvRVP8qtIT10_xhjOGKQpSxXeEbtQhw2vu6BY1PG_pa3syQ2RGZBZryQ0BqDz-TQa4X0NOv61DyeTvCRb7wGTxDBao0V08xrBt5CVck-pahUjfJNU3ierFUYlrutY8YE6wM2WAfFb3gjEWj9y4gNutvS7oPzkgTHG0AZYT3Hdk0gcTf-WmW63NhmfMse7CkMhCVWc5kMlc1IOYicZFExTTGO6JqYp_WM8CfElDFkQacDe_hqOwE1R3c_xuibuNmgIznyYYlzjNlQJvahVx6VocHLJa5AG5vkV_cJnzjGcR3dkg==&c=mr9dghcWYNJnil1YFdhJyilL3TtchP2p8vj838OoZCUcYvGjYo0RJQ==&ch=Kxs4dn2QJ4pLbD_T_uwVIISc9ofWXDuHOJTJPFRmJPgX5vFyoO9XZw==

Junta de Apelaciones de Evaluacion — Asiento del Distrito 1 y Asiento Alterno del Distrito. La
Junta de Apelaciones de Evaluacion se establece para evaluar y igualar la valoracién de la
propiedad sujeta a impuestos en el condado con el fin de la tributacidn; y para realizar todos
los deberes requeridos por la Junta de Igualacién Estatal y la ley estatal.

e Contacto: Jami Morritt o (925) 655-2000

Comité Asesor de Bicicletas del Condado — Asiento del Distrito 1. Establecido para
proporcionar informacion al Condado y a las ciudades del Condado sobre proyectos de
bicicletas para fondos del Acta de Desarrollo de Transporte (TDA) para construir proyectos de
bicicleta/peatdn y también proporciona asesoramiento a las ciudades y al Condado sobre
asuntos de planificacién de bicicletas.

e Contacto: Jerry Fahy o (925) 313-2276

Consejo de Oportunidades Econémicas — Sector Publico del Distrito 1. El Consejo de
Oportunidades Econdmicas hace recomendaciones a la Junta de Supervisores sobre todas las
propuestas de programas y presupuestos relacionados con la Subvencién en Bloque de
Servicios Comunitarios y el programa de Acondicionamiento Climatico, y realiza otras
funciones segun lo especificado en la Ley de Oportunidades Econémicas de 1964.

e Contacto: Mele Tupou o (925) 681-6311

Comité de Confianza Familiar e Infantil — Asiento del Distrito 1. El Comité de Confianza
Familiar e Infantil (FACT) fue establecido en 1985 por la Junta de Supervisores del Condado de
Contra Costa para hacer recomendaciones de financiamiento sobre la asignacién de fondos
especificos para la prevencion y tratamiento del abuso infantil y negligencia y servicios de
apoyo para familias e hijos. El financiamiento para proyectos apoyados por FACT se deriva de
la legislacion federal y estatal de programas y donaciones al Fondo de Confianza Familiar e
Infantil del Condado.

e Contacto: Laura Malone o (925) 608-4943

First 5 - Comisidn de Nifos y Familias de Contra Costa — Suplente del Distrito 1. La comision
trabaja para apoyar el desarrollo infantil temprano a través de un plan estratégico
desarrollado de acuerdo con el Acta de Primeros Nifios y Familias de Contra Costa de 1998.

e Contacto: Ruth Fernandez o (925) 771-7316
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Consejo Coordinador de Justicia Juvenil — El Consejo asesorard a la Junta de Supervisores
sobre el desarrollo e implementacidn de un plan de justicia juvenil multiagencial compuesto
por varias partes criticas, que incluyen, entre otras, una evaluacién de los recursos existentes
de aplicacién de la ley, libertad condicional, educacion, salud mental, salud, servicios sociales,
drogas y alcohol y servicios juveniles que especificamente se dirigen a jovenes en riesgo,
jovenes infractores y sus familias.

e Contacto: Deborah Caldwell 0 (925) 313-4188

Comision de Salud Mental — Asiento del Distrito 1. Para revisar y evaluar las necesidades de
salud mental de la comunidad, los servicios, instalaciones y problemas especiales, con el fin
de asesorar a la Junta de Supervisores sobre los servicios y programas de salud mental
locales.

e Contacto: Angela Beck o (925) 313-9553

Comisidn de Supervision del Tesorero — Responsable de revisar la politica de inversién del
condado, monitorear el rendimiento de las inversiones del condado e informar a la Junta de
Supervisores.

e Contacto: Russell Watts y Ronda Boler o (925) 608-9588

Junta Directiva de la Autoridad de Transito del Oeste de Contra Costa (JPA) — Miembro de
San Pablo. La Autoridad de Transito del Oeste de Contra Costa (WestCAT) posee, operay
mantiene un sistema de transito publico en un esfuerzo por satisfacer las necesidades de
transporte publico en el condado de West Contra Costa.

e Contacto: Mica McFadden o (510) 724-3331

Puedes enviar tu solicitud en linea aqui. O puedes completar una solicitud aqui
y enviarla por correo electrénico a clerkoftheboard@cob.cccounty.us

e

John Gioia

Supervisor, District One

Contra Costa County

11780 San Pablo Avenue, Suite D

El Cerrito, CA 94530

Phone: 510-942-2220 / Fax: 510-374-3429
Email: John_Gioia@bos.cccounty.us
Website: contracosta.ca.gov/gioia
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6. In Memoriam of Elizabeth (“Betty”) Brown
(January 3, 1927 - January 12, 2024)

It is with a heavy heart and deep sadness that
| share news of Elizabeth (“Betty”) Brown'’s
passing in January. Betty was a longtime
member, strong supporter and dear friend of
the El Cerrito Democratic Club.

One of the joys of being part of the ECDC are
the amazing and wonderful people you meet —
compassionate, loving, caring people
steadfastly committed to social justice and
building a better world. Betty absolutely
exemplified these qualities. She was given
ECDC’s Nancy Gans Award in recognition of her
service to our community. It was an honor to
get to know and work with Betty. She will be

greatly missed.

The El Cerrito Democratic Club extends our deepest sympathy to Betty’s daughters
Paula Brown-Williams and Janice Brown-Silveira, and to all of Betty’s friends and family.

The obituary below was shared by her daughter Paula.

- William Ktsanes, VP Publications

Elizabeth “Betty” Brown died peacefully in her home on Friday, January 12, 2024.

She was 97 years old. Betty was born on January 3, 1927 to her parents Kate and Henry Blake
on the family homestead in Firesteel, South Dakota, land that Betty would later in life
recognize as stolen from the Cheyenne River Sioux.

The family left South Dakota during the dust bowl era and relocated to Oregon, then moved to
Richmond, California to find work in the shipyards during World War Il. Betty attended
Richmond High School where she began her lifelong activism for peace, and social and
environmental justice. Throughout her life, she carried on the humanist traditions of her
parents, who were founding members of the Richmond NAACP.
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Betty met her husband Wallace Donald Brown while attending Richmond High. They would
marry upon his return from WWII. Betty graduated from the University of California,

San Francisco with a degree in nursing, which was followed by a year-long course of study in
public health at the University of California, Berkeley.

Betty worked as a school nurse for the Richmond Unified School District (West Contra Costa
County Unified School District) for 30 years, identifying children with special needs and
referring them to specialists who could help them achieve success as school students.

Wally and Betty had two children and enjoyed the out-of-doors in a variety of forms including
building cabins, hiking, camping, and traveling throughout the western U.S.

Following Wally’s death in 1972, Betty redoubled her devotion to a variety of progressive
causes including peace through diplomacy and the intertwined causes of environmental and
social justice. She continued as the co-Chairperson of East Bay Peace Action through 2023,
living out her desire to remain an activist all her life. She was also a passionate advocate for
health care for all people.

Betty is survived by daughters Janice Brown-Silveira and her husband Mitchell of Reno,
Nevada; Paula Brown-Williams, and her husband Theodore Williams of Bishop; grandchildren
Erin and Nathan Brown-Silveira of Reno, Nevada; and numerous cousins and their children
and grandchildren.

A celebration of Betty’s life will be held later in the year. In lieu of flowers, those who would
like to remember her may make contributions to Peace Action, Healthcare for All or the

Sierra Club, or simply speak out for a more just and peaceful world.

Future Events — Mark Your Calendar!

£l Cerrito D ic Club G | Membership Meeti /E

ECDC April General Membership Meeting — 6:30 pm, Tuesday, April 23™
(4" Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting

ECDC May General Membership Meeting — 6:30 pm, Tuesday, May 28"
(4™ Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting
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https://www.peaceaction.org/
https://healthcareforall.org/
https://act.sierraclub.org/donate/rc_connect__campaign_designform?id=7013q000002IK4gAAG&formcampaignid=7013q000002IK4kAAG&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_content=exp&ddi=N24DSEGO01&gclid=Cj0KCQjwiYOxBhC5ARIsAIvdH504UMuqxA6DRC81QBpTL1UuqjKG228SWpKdEdV_299pTEL7Oj8oh0saAtJUEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds

ECDC June General Membership Meeting — 6:30 pm, Tuesday, June 25™
(4™ Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeeting

ECDC July General Membership Meeting — 6:30 pm, Tuesday, July 23™
(4™ Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeetin

ECDC Candidates Forum — Time and Location TBD; Saturday, August 17%

ECDC August General Membership Meeting — 6:30 pm, Tuesday, August 27"
(4" Tuesday of the month); hybrid format, in-person at Hana Gardens Senior Apartments
(10860 San Pablo Avenue, next to El Cerrito City Hall) and remote via Zoom link
http://tinyurl.com/ECDCMonthlyMembershipMeetin

ECDC Annual Dinner — 72nd Annual Dinner; Time and Location TBD; Saturday, October 12"

ECDC Holiday Party — Time and Location TBD; Friday, December 6"

Other Community Events

El Cerrito Earth Day Work Parties — 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, Saturday, April 20th; for more
information and to sign up for El Cerrito Earth Day celebrations and work parties,
please visit https://www.el-cerrito.org/645/Earth-Day-Celebration

Earth Day — Annually on April 22nd since 1970; first proposed
in 1969 at a UNESCO Conference in San Francisco as a day to
honor the Earth and promote peace; for resources and events
around the world, please visit https://www.earthday.org/

2024 General Election — Tuesday, November 5, 2024 E&Yth Dd

Earth Day Fun Fact: Earlier in this newsletter | mentioned that &AP"" 22

Betty Brown had been a recipient of ECDC’s Nancy Gans Award.

As a “newbie” who didn’t know much about the award and its history, | did a bit of research.
Among Nancy Gans’ many accomplishments, she was the founder and longtime organizer of
El Cerrito’s Earth Day celebration.

- William Ktsanes, VP Publications
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8.

Membership Renewal Reminder and Instructions

REMINDER! — ECDC memberships expired on September 30, 2023. If you have not already
renewed for 2024, now is the time to renew!

You can do so online at: https://ecdclub.org/join

Or by mailing a check to: ECDC Membership
PO Box 192
El Cerrito, CA 94530

Dues are $5 for students, $20 for individual members, and $30 for two adults at the same
address. The newsletter comes with membership and is delivered electronically by email.
The added cost for a printed, hard-copy, postal mailed newsletter is $18 (in addition to dues).
Please make checks payable to “El Cerrito Democratic Club” and provide an email address for
all individual members.

If you have questions, please email Neil Tsutsui at membership.ecdc@gmail.com.

Thank you!

- Neil Tsutsui, VP Membership

Call for Newsletter Submissions

The El Cerrito Democratic Club Newsletter is published eleven months a year (each month
with the exception of a combined December-January issue) and in advance of the General
Membership meetings. ECDC members, friends and supporters are invited to submit articles
and announcements regarding local issues and events of interest. Submissions should be
emailed to William Ktsanes at wktsanes@gmail.com for review and editing.

- William Ktsanes, VP Publications

10. Link to the ECDC Website and Bylaws

Periodically the Club updates our Bylaws. The bylaws were changed in October 2018 to meet
DPCCC requirements; revisions were proposed and adopted during the January 2021,
August 2022 and March 2023 ECDC meetings. The ECDC Bylaws are posted on the ECDC
website at https://ecdclub.org/club-documents/.
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